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About WAND Foundation Taxonomies 
 

WAND is the industry leader in developing and providing pre-built foundation taxonomies to companies 

around the world to improve organization, tagging, and search of unstructured and semi-structured 

information.  Applications for WAND Taxonomies are wide ranging and include tagging in enterprise 

content management (including SharePoint 2010, SharePoint Online, Oracle Webcenter, MarkLogic, 

Documentum, ASG, SAS, Drupal, Wordpress, and more), e-commerce catalogs, business categorization, 

directory search, spend analysis, behavioral targeting, enhancing search, and more. 

The WAND Taxonomies in this catalog are foundation taxonomies, meaning they are designed to 

provide a strong starting point which can then be customized for a specific business’s needs.  It’s difficult 

to find a taxonomy that will be a perfect fit for your needs straight out of the box, so foundation 

taxonomies are a great place to start because they can provide an initial 80% starting point and jump-

start.  With foundation taxonomies, the time spent developing taxonomy is dramatically reduced.  

Foundation taxonomies provide a common sense starting point for all stakeholders in a taxonomy 

project so that targeted feedback can be provided to customize the taxonomy specifically for your 

needs. When companies start with a blank slate when embarking on a taxonomy project, the results are 

usually not very successful. 

WAND has professional services and related tools to help customize these foundation taxonomies.  

Tools and services include taxonomy roadmap development, taxonomy customization, automatic 

tagging, business categorization, URL classification, spend analysis, query log analysis, product 

classification, taxonomy integration consulting, and more. 

With over two decades of experience in developing and deploying taxonomies, WAND has the expertise 

to help make any taxonomy driven project a success. 
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WAND Product and Service Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Product and Service Taxonomy has been developed 

over the course of 20 years and includes 43,000 categories 

covering all products and services.  Organized into a multi-level 

hierarchy, the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy includes 

more than 42,000 synonyms, translations into 11 languages 

(Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese, German, Swedish, Japanese, 

Traditional Chinese, Simplified Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese), and 

over a million additional keywords from electronic search 

environments. Unique attribute templates have been developed 

for each category making the WAND Product and Service 

Taxonomy ideal for cataloging and product classification.  

 

 

 

The WAND Product and Service Taxonomy is organized into 33 top level 

packages (some of which are listed separately in this catalog). 

Components of this taxonomy are also used in WAND’s vertical industry 

taxonomies, for example in the Oil and Gas Taxonomy. 

Mappings to numerous other business or industry classification schemas 

including UNSPSC, NAICS, SIC-4, SIC-6, HS, multiple yellow pages 

headings, and more have already been developed and custom mappings 

to any other classification schemas can be developed.  

 

The WAND Product and Service Taxonomy can be used for business classification, directory categories, 

spend analysis, query categorization, keyword generation,  website classification, document tagging, and 

much more.
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WAND General Business Taxonomy 
 

This taxonomy is a starter set of terminology for any business 

covering five major functional areas that are common to every 

company: IT, Legal, HR, Accounting and Finance, and Sales and 

Marketing. Since being made available in March, more than 

2,500 companies from around the world have downloaded this 

taxonomy. 

The General Business Taxonomy, with nearly 500 terms, is an 

easy way for companies to begin to experiment with the 

managed metadata services and term store in SharePoint 2010. 

For many companies, the General Business Taxonomy is a 

terrific starting point for beginning to create their own term sets. 
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WAND Legal Taxonomy 
 

The Legal Taxonomy includes 745 terms, with 136 synonyms, 

designed to help a law firm, or a legal department within a 

company, organize legal documents and concepts including case 

matters, area of law, legal document types, and more. 

If you are a law firm or a legal department that is looking at 

creating enterprise taxonomy, this taxonomy can dramatically 

speed up your time to deployment. 
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WAND Manufacturing Taxonomy 
The WAND Manufacturing Taxonomy has over 450 terms and covers 

manufacturing processes, quality control, manufacturing sales, 

manufacturing accounting, engineering and design, planning, and 

more.  

This taxonomy is designed to suit the document management needs 

of any manufacturing company.  This taxonomy can be 

supplemented with materials taxonomies and product taxonomies 

from the WAND Products and Services Taxonomy to cover the 

specific physical goods that are being manufactured.  

The Manufacturing Taxonomy can be combined with the WAND IT 

Department Taxonomy to make a complete product development 

taxonomy 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://blog.wandinc.com/2011/06/need-taxonomy-for-it-department.html
http://blog.wandinc.com/2011/06/need-taxonomy-for-it-department.html
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WAND Mining Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Mining Taxonomy has 900+ terms and 200+ synonyms 

covering most major mining business areas including exploration, 

extraction, extractive metallurgy, geology, equipment, safety, and 

more. 

Designed for mining companies of all types, this taxonomy can give 

a mining company’s document management and taxonomy 

project a big jump start. 
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WAND Project Management Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Project Management Taxonomy contains 135 categories with 63 synonyms covering project 

initiation, planning and design, execution and construction, 

monitoring and control, and completion. 

These terms include all of the important documents that are 

created in the course of managing a project.  By tagging 

documents with this project management vocabulary as they are 

checked into a document management system, they can easily 

be found later. 

Customize this taxonomy with a set of a company’s specific 

project names, and multiple sets of project management 

documents can be tagged and easily be navigated by document 

type and project name. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

 

 

 

WAND Real Estate Taxonomy 
 

With 733 terms and 169 synonyms, the WAND Real Estate 

Taxonomy covers the three main pillars of any real estate 

company: real estate development, real estate investment, and 

real estate management, as well as financing and analysis.  

 

This real estate taxonomy was designed specifically for a real 

estate centric organization who is undertaking a document 

management or search initiative. It covers the important concepts 

and document types that a real estate organization may want to 

use to tag and search for documents. 

The WAND Real Estate Taxonomy should also be considered by any 

organization which may have significant real estate holdings as a natural by-product of its core business. 
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WAND Information Technology Taxonomy 
 

WAND’s Information Technology Taxonomy has over 1,700 

categories designed specifically to help an IT department tag, 

organize, and search all of its content.  

 

WAND's Information Technology Taxonomy includes terminology 

covering commercial software packages, programming languages, 

IT certifications, IT administration processes, IT equipment, and 

much more. 

The WAND IT Taxonomy can be combined with the WAND 

Manufacturing Taxonomy to become a product development 

taxonomy. 
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WAND Skills Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Skills Taxonomy includes over 1400 different 

business and personal skills that can be used as a foundational 

set of terminology to help people complete a skills profile that 

can be used in an organization for team building, finding 

experts, and sharing expertise. 

 Any company who is deploying social capabilities within a 

collaboration platform should seriously consider the WAND 

Skills Taxonomy. Having a common language to help 

employees self-profile themselves is invaluable.  
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WAND Oil and Gas Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Oil and Gas Taxonomy has more than 1500 terms and 270 

synonyms with terminology for both upstream and downstream 

processes.    

This taxonomy covers exploration, drilling, petroleum recovery, 

refining, gas processing, geology, equipment, supplies, 

environmental, safety and more.   

Any company in the oil and gas industry with a document 

management initiative can benefit from this robust vocabulary.  
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WAND Insurance Taxonomy 
 

 The WAND Insurance Taxonomy that has over 1550 preferred 

terms and several hundred synonyms. It was designed and built to 

address both the policy writing and the premium investing sides 

of the insurance industry.   

The taxonomy covers different types of insurance, coverage types, 

policy terms, regulatory and risk management terminology, 

investment types, investment strategies, finance and accounting, 

and important industry ratios. 

The WAND Insurance Taxonomy is well suited for a P&C or life insurance company, but also for a health 

and medical insurance company. 
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WAND Records Retention Taxonomy  
 

The WAND Records Retention Taxonomy has 370 categories and 

670 synonyms and covers all the document type that every 

company should be thinking about for records keeping 

purposes.   This taxonomy focuses heavily on documents and 

records.  Employee records, financial records, general business 

records, legal records, safety records, and financial records are 

all covered.   

This taxonomy was created by looking at reports regarding 

United States statutory requirements for record keeping, but 

many of these record types are important for companies around 

the world. 

A company can easily apply its own retention periods to these 

document categories based on statutory requirements of the 

specific industry or locale. 
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WAND Finance and Investment Taxonomy  
 

The WAND Finance and Investment Taxonomy covers all the 

major topics and concepts of the financial industry.  1526 

categories and 1006 synonyms cover topics relating to asset 

types, financial intermediaries, financial crimes, regulations, 

benchmarks, analysis tools, and markets and exchanges. 

The WAND Finance and Investment Taxonomy is ideal for 

tagging financial industry research so users can quickly find the 

data they are looking for.    
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WAND Higher Education Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Higher Education Taxonomy is designed to meet the 

complex document management needs of institutes of higher 

learning around the world. 

The WAND Higher Education Taxonomy has 959 categories and 

233 synonyms covering topics of importance to a college or 

university.  The taxonomy covers academics, university 

administration, admissions, athletics, campus transportation, 

facilities, student services, faculty relations, and more. 

Institutes of higher education are complex organizations with 

many functions outside of academics.  The WAND Higher 

Education Taxonomy reflects this complexity and is ideally suited 

as a metadata model for unstructured information at a university.    
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WAND Sentiment Taxonomy           
 

The WAND Sentiment Taxonomy has 966 sentiment terms 

organized from Very Dissatisfied, Dissatisfied, Neutral, 

Satisfied, and Very Satisfied.  

This taxonomy is ideal for tagging customer communications 

such as reviews, emails, or phone transcripts to help gauge the 

overall tone of the customer communication 

The WAND Sentiment Taxonomy is an extensive set of 

adjectives, adverbs, profanity, and more pulled from real world 

reviews of products and services. 
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WAND Industrial Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Industrial Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy 

contains more than 3,200 categories and types of physical 

equipment, tools, and supplies that are relevant to industrial 

and manufacturing businesses. 

Any equipment intensive business should evaluate this 

taxonomy for tagging and organizing equipment records, 

maintenance manuals, assembly diagrams, and more.  

The WAND Industrial Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy is 

incredibly deep and robust, going all the way down to the 

component level.  Specific types of valves, gaskets, seals, 

pumps, fans, pipes, and much more are all included in this 

taxonomy.   

It was built as part of the WAND Product and Service 

Taxonomy and includes rich attribute templates for each 

product category making it powerful when used for product or inventory cataloging 
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WAND Chemicals Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Chemicals taxonomy has 7150 categories covering both 

organic and inorganic chemicals. 

This taxonomy is ideal for a company who has a product group 

developing products using chemicals and who may want to tag 

testing or research documents.    

Chemical numbers from FEMA, CAS, SMILES, and GRAS can be 

mapped into this taxonomy as synonyms to improve searching and 

tagging performance and to align with existing industry standards. 
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WAND Foods and Beverages Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Foods and Beverages Taxonomy includes 1,278 terms 

including foods, beverages, ingredients, and additives.  

This taxonomy includes anything that somebody may consume as 

food, including some prepared foods. 

The WAND Foods and Beverages Taxonomy is ideal for 

restaurants, groceries, and food manufacturers.   

Anybody using this taxonomy should also consider the WAND 

Sensory Taxonomy and the WAND Food Service Equipment and 

Supplies Taxonomy 
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WAND Food Service Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Food Service Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy has 789 

categories of equipment and supplies used in food preparation and 

food service. 

Tableware, cookware, kitchen utensils, kitchen gadgets and 

appliance, and much more are included in this taxonomy.  You’ll find 

any type of items that may be used in a food preparation 

environment.  

The WAND Food Service Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy was built 

as part of the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy and includes rich 

attribute templates for each product category making it powerful 

when used for product or inventory cataloging 
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WAND Sensory Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Sensory Taxonomy covers 339 categories and 42 

synonyms covering descriptors of the five major senses: taste, 

smell, touch, sound, and sight.   

The WAND Sensory Taxonomy was designed specifically to help tag 

and organize documents related to food and beverage product 

development research and testing.   

This is an ideal taxonomy to pair with the WAND Foods and 

Beverages Taxonomy. 
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WAND Automotive Parts and Equipment Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Automotive Parts and Equipment Taxonomy 

comprises 1,782 terms covering all automotive parts and 

supplies.  Individual parts are organized in the hierarchy based 

upon their corresponding automotive system.  Fuel systems, 

brake systems, car bodies, control systems, and much more are 

used to organize the specific terms. 

This taxonomy is ideal for an automotive manufacturing 

company or any business involved in auto parts or repair.   

The WAND Automotive Parts and Equipment Taxonomy was 

built as part of the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy and 

includes rich attribute templates for each product category 

making it powerful when used for product or inventory 

cataloging 
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WAND Scientific and Technical Equipment Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Scientific and Technical Equipment Taxonomy 

includes 1259 categories for all varieties of scientific, 

laboratory, and technical equipment. 

Any company involved in research and development could 

benefit from this taxonomy for tagging and organizing 

documents  

The WAND Scientific and Technical Equipment Taxonomy was 

built as part of the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy and 

includes rich attribute templates for each category, making it 

powerful when used for product or inventory cataloging 

purposes. 
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WAND Personal Care Products Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Personal Care Products Taxonomy has 2,520 categories 

covering personal care items and equipment.   

This taxonomy includes toiletries, cosmetics, supplements, and 

other personal cares supplies as well as equipment used by personal 

care focused businesses such as beauty salons and spas. 

The Personal Care Products Taxonomy was built as part of the 

WAND Product and Service Taxonomy and includes rich attribute 

templates for each category, making it powerful when used for 

product or inventory cataloging purposes. 
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WAND Medical Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy 
 

With 1,066 terms, the WAND Medical Equipment and Supplies 

Taxonomy has deep coverage of equipment and supplies used 

in hospitals, doctor’s offices, or other medical environments. 

The WAND Medical Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy can be 

combined with the WAND Medical Diagnosis and Specialties 

Taxonomy and the WAND Medical Services Taxonomy for 

greater coverage of medical topics. 

The Medical Equipment and Supplies Taxonomy was built as 

part of the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy and includes 

rich attribute templates for each category, making it powerful 

when used for product or inventory cataloging purposes. 
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WAND Medical Conditions and Specialties Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Medical Conditions and Specialties Taxonomy covers medical 

conditions, such as cancer, anemia, disabilities as well as medical specialties 

such as oncology, cardiology, and more. 

Organized into a simple and straightforward hierarchy, this taxonomy is 

ideal for a hospital or other medical business that wants to help make 

medical information easy to find for doctors, patients, and other 

stakeholders.   

The WAND Medical Conditions and Specialties Taxonomy would be great as 

a starter taxonomy for a hospital website. 
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WAND Building and Construction Management Taxonomy 
 

The WAND Building and Construction Management 

Taxonomy has 3,200+ terms and 700+ synonyms of concepts, 

equipment, processes, and document type that are 

important for any building and construction project.    

This is an ideal taxonomy for any construction business that 

wants to tag an organize project documents more effectively.  

The WAND Building and Construction Management 

Taxonomy includes a rich set of materials, equipment, and 

supplies from the WAND Product and Service Taxonomy.   


